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The First Texans
Bering Land Bridge
The Paleoindians

The first people to inhabit the Americas came from northeast Asia, or Siberia

Bering Land Bridge

Late Pleistocene Environment

Climate


Environment


Animals

Early Evidence (Pre-Clovis)

Meadowcroft Rock Shelter



Southwest Pennsylvania



14,500 years ago



Near southern edge of glacier


Monte Verde



Southern Chile



12,500 years ago



Wet site, perishable items preserved

Clovis Culture 


Clovis, New Mexico


11,500 years ago

Projectile points are evidence for tradition

Found and identified throughout North America

Appearance of humans (Clovis tradition) in America

Clovis social and economic organization 

Clovis weapons

Unclear evidence whether or not Clovis is first American human tradition

The Gault Site

Bell County

Clovis site


Base camp


Numerous artifacts

Other Clovis Sites

Miami


Roberts County



Five mammoths



Points and scraping tool found


Plainview



Hale County



Bison jump


Plainview Points


Central Texas



Bryan



Waco



Austin



Kerrville
Flint Quarries

Alibates Flint Quarry



Potter County


Gibson Quarry



Coke County, north of San Angelo

Burials

North of Waco



Adult male and child
Offerings included shell beads, perforated canine teeth, turtle shells, red ocher, flint knapping tools, pieces of flint, small slabs of sandstone, and a bone needle


Leander, 9,000 years ago



Woman




Grinding tool and chopper
Folsom Culture


Folsom, New Mexico

Folsom culture is distinguished from Clovis culture by the style of its projectile point

Unlike Clovis culture, Folsom culture does not occur continent-wide


Found mainly in American Southwest

Folsom hunting tradition was different from Clovis

The Paleoindian traditions lasted from 15 to 12 thousand years ago to about 10 to 9 thousand years ago

Paleoindian culture probably lasted about 4 thousand years in North America

Folsom Sites

Lipscomb County


20 bison found, a few whole



Arroyo trap


Lubbock Lake



Bison kill and overnight camp


Langtry



Val Verde County


120 bison



Bison jump



Butchered in Bonfire Shelter

Uvalde



A bison found in Kincaid Shelter with 5 Folsom points

Paleoindian Culture

Clovis



Megafauna and other animals



Plants and vegetables


Folsom



Bison



Plants and vegetables


Extinction



Megafauna disappear



Paleoindian tools disappear
Archaic Stage of Indian Cultural Development

The Archic stage represents an adaptation to various environmental changes

The Archaic stage is considered a transition period in cultural development

The longest stage of human development in the Americas

The Archaic stage among Indian societies was not a uniform development among all Indian peoples

Archaic Indian societies existed throughout the continent

Characteristics of Archaic Indian cultural development


Greater specialization


More elaborate burials

The Archaic stage of cultural development ends with the appearance of pottery and especially agriculture

Early Archaic Sites

Hinds Cave, Val Verde County (Del Rio)

Fossilized coprolites indicate that humans ate 23 different animals including deer, rabbits, raccoon, coyotes, catfish, snails, lizards, birds, rats and mice

Among the plants were hackberries, persimmons, grapes, onions, cactus, grass seeds, sotol or lechuguilla, and yucca


Cooked lechuguilla in ovens


Harris County



Coastal site



Shells of clams and oysters


Wolfshead Site, San Augustine County



Stone spear points, knives, scrapers




Stone tools made from petrified wood

Development of Agriculture

Indians cultivated more than 100 species of plants


Development of horticulture in America


Agriculture appeared first in Mexico


Mexican Indians completed shift to agriculture by 2000 bc


Maize agriculture spread north and south from central Mexico

Caddoans

Caddoan Groups


Many different groups




Hasinai



Natchitoches




Wacos




Wichitas


Agricultural



Cleared fields in forests



Grew corn, beans, squash, pumpkins, sunflowers


Social Organization



Organized around kin and clans




Clans aren’t residential groups



Tejas means kindred



Hierarchy of ancestral (inherited) leaders




Xinesi, represented the organizing ancestor in each village

Caddi, community leaders who with his council, the canahas, made various decisions



Matrilineal




Men were traditional leaders despite being matrilineal


Settlement Patterns



Lived in scattered villages and towns


Trade



Extensive trade connections that stretched to the coasts and the interior
Atakapan Indians

Social Organization



Small dispersed nomadic bands


Bands organized around kinship



Leaders represented organizing clan


Occupation



Primarily hunters and gatherers

Did practice some limited agriculture, especially the Bidai who may have intermarried with Caddoans


Cannibalism



Are claimed to have been cannibals



Atakapas means “eaters of men” in the Choctaw language



Practiced ritual cannibalism
Karankawas


Possibly means dog lovers, or dog raisers


Social Organization



Small dispersed nomadic bands



Based on kinship



Leaders represented organizing clan

“Each band had own chief”


Occupation



Hunters and gatherers



Seasonal occupation of base camps




Coastal during winters




Inland during summers


Cannibalism



Claimed to be cannibals, but lack of evidence

Coahuiltecan Indians

Social Organization



Small dispersed bands based on kinship


Occupation



Nomadic hunters and gatherers

West Texas Tribes

Jumanos



Lived in dispersed villages in Trans-Pecos region



Largest village at La Junta near Presidio



Agriculturalists



Hunters across a wide territory



Traders across a wide territory from East Texas to New Mexico



Mystery of Jumano identity





Caddoans?





New Mexicans?





Kiowas?


Apaches



Athapaskans from Canada


Nomadic hunter-gatherers



Organized around kinship in small bands


Antelope Creek, Henrietta, and Wylie



Lived in Texas Panhandle and North Texas



Had small villages consisting of a few adobe pit houses in Panhandle



Depended on hunting, gathering, and agriculture



Mystery of these peoples




Puebloans from New Mexico?




Caddoans?



Why did they disappear?




Drought




Apaches

Caddoan and Apache Migrations

Caddoans Expand


Apaches cut off Caddoans
